Hapless Harvest: Instructions for Jan Hapless
You slipped and fell on carrot juice at a Harvest Plenty supermarket. Your lawyer sued, alleging the store had allowed a dangerous condition in the aisle. You heard a commotion approximately 20 feet down Aisle Five between a mother and son, went to another aisle and then returned to Aisle Five. You read a package label before slipping on the juice. You never saw the spill before falling. The aisle was dirty with food and sticky spots. 

   Harvest Plenty maintains you were walking while reading labels. The mother has apparently said that her boy screamed and a woman yelled “Watch it!” as the juice splashed. You understand the store claims it’s not responsible because the carrot juice was easily visible and the spill occurred just moments before you fell. You think some time went by between the spill and your fall and it was hard to see anything on the floor because of the poor lighting and displays that clogged the aisle. While you were lying on the floor an employee with a mop came over and apologized, saying “I’m sorry I didn’t get this right away,” but your lawyer hasn’t been able to find the employee.
   You hurt your knee and back in the fall. Harvest Plenty is arguing that the back injury was a pre-existing condition, not related to the fall, but you know your back was fine for the two previous years, after you began working with a personal trainer. The knee was more painful at the time of the accident, but the fall did cause an awkward twisting in your back.  

   You are a senior manager in an upscale restaurant making $5000 per month. Your out-of-pocket losses total $60,000: 
· 4 months’ lost salary ($20,000) 
· Bills for treatment and back surgery (totaling $40,000, mostly paid by insurance).

     Your lawyer is asking for additional money for your pain and suffering, loss of mobility and quality of life. You are 35 years old, recently divorced and feeling unable to exercise, lonely and bitter about the whole thing.
    You gather the store’s lawyer is trying to get the case tossed out, saying you should have seen the spill, but that’s just not right. Your lawyer had demanded $250,000 from Harvest Plenty to settle. You haven’t heard anything since, but would need something at least in six figures, because you have to pay one-third to your lawyer and you need enough left to cover your losses. 
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